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Opening Statement

For more than a century, the strength and growth of our economy has been directly tied to the availability and affordability of energy resources.  America’s plentiful domestic fuel sources such as coal, oil, and natural gas have been the foundation of our nation’s prosperity and all will continue to play a critical role in the power strategy for our future

In my state of Oklahoma, the oil and gas industry is directly or indirectly responsible for hundreds of thousands of jobs, with 71 of the state’s 77 counties boasting some level of production.  Specifically, Oklahoma is one of the top natural gas producers in the United States, with annual production accounting for nearly one-tenth of total U.S. natural gas production. 

Twelve of the 100 largest natural gas fields in the United States are found in Oklahoma, and proven reserves of conventional natural gas have increased in recent years.  Recent studies have shown that the United States has enough recoverable natural gas to last us more than 118 years - a promising statistic that continues to grow which is complimented by recent advances in exploration and drilling technology.  These important advances allow these resources to be obtained more cost-effectively, ultimately resulting in cheaper energy for the American consumer.  
The benefits of this industry reach far beyond the tangible commodity; the greatest contribution undoubtedly comes in the form of jobs, high-paying, stable jobs.  Currently, millions of Americans are employed by the oil and gas industry, earning, on average, $45 an hour - over $93,000 a year - or double the national average estimate of jobs created by so-called “green investment.”
Furthermore, the majority of the land in my state of Oklahoma is owned by private individuals thus creating a vital revenue stream for resource-owners from energy exploration companies.  I am witness to countless stories of lease payments changing the lives of landowners, many of whom are struggling farmers in need of costly equipment to keep up with the demanding times, or senior citizens on fixed incomes.     

In rural districts such as mine, one of the poorest in the nation, businesses that provide economic stability like this are worth preserving.  
Natural gas also has the added benefit of being both clean and versatile. 

Electricity and transportation sectors are currently America’s largest users of fossil fuels and are also the largest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions. 

Natural gas is clean-burning and produces significantly lower levels of carbon dioxide, nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, ash particles, and mercury relative to other energy sources. 

Today, natural gas is used primarily to power household appliances, heating and lighting systems, and industrial equipment. 

Public transportation systems have also used compressed natural gas to power buses, but much work remains to be done to encourage its use in automobiles and power plants.

For this and many other reasons, I, along with members of this caucus have launched a number of initiatives advocating for the increased use of natural gas. One initiative I personally have been working on is the NAT GAS Act, which promotes the use of natural gas as a transportation fuel.   

I believe that if we unleash the full power of America’s natural gas resources we can create millions of new jobs for hard-working Americans, and make our country more energy independent while benefitting our environment. 

Allowing American natural gas production to flourish will create hundreds of billions of dollars in revenue for federal and state governments — without adding any new taxes. 

Supporting the production and use of this American-made energy is, at its core, synonymous with supporting the very voters who have sent me to Congress.  

That is why I have agreed to Co-Chair the Natural Gas Caucus with my colleague Rep. Tim Murphy, and am committed to helping educate and advocate for this important resource.  

The decisions Congress makes today will determine the stability of our domestic energy industry and the future of our nation.  It is our job to help our colleagues in Congress understand the great success story there is to be had here with natural gas.  
I'd like to thank each of the witnesses who have come today to share their insights on the state of the natural gas industry today. 

I look forward to your thoughtful comments and working with you on initiatives that support our common goal. 

